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Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments filed on November 3, 2004 have been 
considered and are not deemed to be persuasive. 

1. Claims 1-19 are presented for examination.. 

Response to Amendment 

In response to Applicant's arguments in page 9, last 
paragraph that Connelly "teaches a system for sharing and 
maintaining availability data in a clustered server system not 
providing real-time cluster configuration data". Examiner 
contends that the recitation of providing real-time cluster 
configuration data has not been given patentable weight because 
the recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble is generally 
not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites the 
purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and 
where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble for 
completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural 
limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 
F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 
150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). However, Connelly's 
system teaches real-time monitoring and error detection for 
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enterprise cluster system that include configuration changes in 
each node col- 8, lines 22-32. 

In response to Applicant's arguments in page 10, first paragraph 
that Connelly "fails to teach the claimed repository managers" 
Examiner contends that Connelly teaches this limitation. Primary 
repository manager (HA 20 b) and Secondary repository manager 
(HA 20c) [configuration changes are monitored. Cluster nodes are 
able to backup each other (including configuration changes i.e. 
tables 2 and 3) and events are shared col. 5, lines 12-34 and 
col. 6, lines 23-38] 

In response to Applicant's arguments in page 9, last paragraph 
that Connelly provides no teaching of choosing a primary and 
secondary node within a cluster each having a repository 
manager. Examiner contends that Connelly teaches cluster system 
with a primary and secondary node each having a repository 
manager that is selected for tracking and monitoring col. 6, 
lines 23-38 and col. 11, lines 17-34]. 



Claim Rejections -35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate . paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof 
by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another 
who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of 
section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American 
Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the ' Intellectual 
Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do 
not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly 
or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the 
amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Connelly et al USPN (6594786) . 
As per claim 1, Connelly et al teach a system for providing 
real-time cluster configuration data within a clustered computer 
network comprising a plurality of clusters (fig. 1 and col. 8, 
lines 22-31), comprising: 

a primary node (node 1) in each cluster (cluster C, fig.l) 
wherein said primary node includes a primary repository manager 
(HA 20b) and a primary data repository (storage 8), the primary 
repository storing a first set of cluster configuration data in 
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the primary data repository [clusters share work and are able to 
backup each other (including configuration changes) col. 5, 
lines 12-34 and col. 6, lines 23-38]; 

a secondary node (node 2) in each cluster wherein said 
secondary node includes a Secondary repository manager (HA 20c) 
and a secondary data repository (storage 10) , the secondary 
repository manager storing a second set of cluster configuration 
data in the secondary data repository [clusters share work and 
are able to backup each other (including configuration changes 
i.e. tables 2 and 3) col. 5, lines 12-34 and col. 6, lines 23- 
3 8]; and 

wherein said secondary repository manager cooperates with 
said primary repository manager to maintain the second set of 
cluster configuration data at said secondary node consistent 
with the first set of cluster configuration data maintained at 
said primary node [availability data is stored on both monitored 
systems and data is synchronized to all (e.g., servers 2, 4, and 
6) and the HA Server 22. See col. 5, lines 36-47 and col. 7, 
lines 16-19. see also col. 10, lines 44-50 and col. 11, lines 17- 
3.4 where configuration data are received from each HA] . 



Application/Control Number: 09/846,250 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2153 

As per claim 2, Connelly et al teach the system of claim 1, 
wherein said primary node further comprises primary services 
(event monitoring service 40) [col. 8, lines 13-37]. 

As per claim 3, Connelly et al teach the system of claim 2, 
wherein said secondary services provide functionality of the 
primary services (clusters share work and are able to backup 
each other (including configuration changes i.e. tables 2 and 3) 
col. 5, lines 12-34; col. 6, lines 23-38 and col. 8, lines 13- 
37] . 

As per claim 4, Connelly et al teach the system of claim 1, 
further comprising: 

at least one additional node in at least one cluster 
wherein said additional node includes a repository agent [fig. 2 
and 3 col. 6, lines 39-51 and col. 8, lines 22-40]. 

As per claim 5, Connelly et al teach the system of claim 4, 
wherein said repository agent forwards all write/update requests 
to said primary repository manager [col. 7, lines 7-15 and 8, 
lines 22-45] . 
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As per claim 6, Connelly et al teach the system of claim 4, 
wherein said repository agent includes a software cache of 
repository data, wherein said repository data may be quickly 
accessed by an application [col. 6, lines 39-59], 

As per claim 7, Connelly et al teach the system of claim 1, 
wherein said primary repository manager manages the storage of 
repository data comprising the first set of cluster 
configuration data on a first computer-readable medium, the 
maintenance of repository data on memory, and the 
synchronization of repository updates [tables 2 and 3 contain 
configuration data monitored in each node col. 5, lines 12-34 
and col. 6, lines 23-38 and col. 9, lines 38 to col. 10, line 
26] . 

As per claim 8, Connelly et al teach the system of claim 7 
wherein said secondary repository manager manages the storage of 
repository data on a second computer-readable medium, and the 
maintenance of repository data on memory [col. 9, lines 38 to 
col . 10, line 26] . 

As per claim 9, Connelly et al teach the system of claim 8 
wherein the repository data in said secondary node is 
synchronously up-dated so as to remain consistent with the 
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repository data of said first node [availability data is stored 
on both monitored systems (e.g., servers 2, 4, and 6) and the HA 
Server 22. See col. 7, lines 16-19 and col. 9, lines 38 to col. 
10, line 26] . 

As per claim 10, Connelly et al teach the system of claim 8 
wherein said first and second computer-readable mediums each 
include a disc [see fig. 1, storage 8 and 10] . 

As per claim 11, Connelly et al teach a method of providing 
real-time cluster configuration data within a clustered computer 
.network comprising a plurality of clusters (fig. 1 and 
abstract), comprising the steps of: 

choosing a primary node (node 1) in each cluster wherein 
said primary node includes a primary repository manager (HA 20b) 
[nodes are tracked and could be chosen for removal col. 6, lines 
23-38 and col. 11, lines 17-34]; 

choosing a secondary node (node 2) in each cluster wherein 
said secondary node includes a secondary repository manager (HA 
20c) [nodes are, tracked and could be chosen for removal col. 6, 
lines 23-3.8] ; and 

causing said secondary repository manager to cooperate with 
said primary repository manager to maintain information 
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comprising secondary cluster configuration data at said 
secondary node consistent with information primary cluster 
configuration data maintained at said primary node [availability 
data is stored on both monitored systems and data is 
synchronized to all (e.g., servers 2, 4, and 6) and the HA 
Server 22. See col. 5, lines 36-47 and col. 7, lines 16-19. see 
also col. 10, lines 44-50 and col. 11. lines 17-34 where 
configuration data are received from each HA] . 

As per claim 12, Connelly et al teach the method of claim 11, 
comprising the further step of: 

providing a repository agent for each additional mode of 
each cluster, wherein the repository agent interfaces with the 
primary repository manager in its cluster [fig. 3 and col. 8, 
lines 13-37 ] . 

As per claim 13, Connelly et al teach the method of claim 11, 
comprising the further steps of: 

sending write/update information from a client only to said 
primary repository manager [col. 9, lines 38 to col. 10, line 
26]; 

causing said write/update information to be written by said 
primary repository manager and said secondary repository manager 
in said primary and secondary cluster configuration data, 
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respectively [disk mirroring and RAID technology are used col. 
5, lines 12-34 col. 9, lines 38 to col. 10, line 26]; and 

validating completion of the entry of said write/update 
information only when the information successfully is written in 
both said primary repository manager- and said secondary 
repository manager [col. 5, lines 36-47 and col. 15, lines 48 to 
col . , line 10] . 

As per claim 14, this is a computer program product claim with 
similar limitations as claim 11 above. Therefore, it is rejected 
with the same rationale. 

As per claim 15, Connelly et al teach a computer program product 
of claim 14, wherein the computer program product is adapted 
when run or a computer to effect the further steps of: 

providing a repository agent for each additional node 
of each cluster, wherein the repository agent interfaces with 
the primary repository manager in its cluster [fig. 3 and col. 
8, lines 13-37] . 

As per claim 16, Connelly et al teach the computer program 
product of claim 14, comprising the further steps of: 
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sending write/update information from a client only to said 
primary repository manager [col, 9, lines 38 to col. 10, line 
26]; 

causing said write/update information to be written in said 
primary repository manager and said secondary repository manager 
in said primary and secondary cluster configuration data, 
respectively [disk mirroring and RAID technology are used col, 
5, lines 12-34 col. 9, lines 38 to col. 10, line 26]; and 

validating completion of the entry of said write/update 
information only when the information successfully is written in 
both said primary repository manager and said secondary 
repository manager [col. 5, lines 36-47 and col. 15, lines 48 to 
col., line 10] 

As per claim 17, this is a computer program product means claim 
with similar limitations as claim 11 and 14 above. Therefore, it 
is rejected with the same rationale. 

As per claim 18, Connelly et al teach the computer program 
product of claim 17, further comprising: 

means for providing a repository agent for each additional 
mode of each cluster, wherein the repository agent interfaces 
with the primary repository manager in its cluster [fig. 3 and 
col. 8, lines 13-37]. 
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As per claim 19, Connelly et al teach the computer program 
product of claim 17, further comprising: 

means for sending write/update ' information from a client 
only to said primary repository manager [col. 9, lines 38 to 
col, 10, line 26] ; 

means for causing said write/update information to be 
written in said primary repository manager and said secondary 
repository manager in said primary and secondary cluster 
configuration data, respectively [disk mirroring and RAID 
technology are used col. 5, lines 12-34 col. 9, lines 38 to col. 
10, line 26] ; and 

means for validating completion of the entry of said 
write/update information only when the information successfully 
is written in both said primary repository manager and said 
secondary repository manager [col. 5, lines 36-47 and col. 15, 
lines 48 to col., line 10]. 

Conclusion 

1. ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a) . 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory' period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

The prior made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication' or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Yasin 
Barqadle whose telephone number is 571-272-3947. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Glenn Burgess can be 
reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are 703-872-9306 for regular communications and 703-746-7238 for 
After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

Yasin Barqadle 
Art Unit 2153 




DungC. D!rsh 
Primary Exarn:nc;' 



